The Epistle

“Grace and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ”
(Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians 1:2)

God is Still speaking
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An Open and Afrming Congregatc

January 2018

Happy New Year!

It was a delightful Advent and Christmas. Thank you to all who made it so by singing, playing instruments, re
ing, lighting candles, hosting coffee hours, and
Christ.

So, here we goé. Il dondt know what the search ¢
As the conference office said from the beginning, now is not the time to drag our feet. We are in a good plac
there i s good momentum, and itds the perfect opp

Change and new beginnings are not easy but is not that what Christmas nealroots, change and new
beginnings? It is our choice as to how we respond. We can go kicking and screaming or we can go with the
enjoy the process with open eyes and hearts, open to what is going to take root, open to where the Spirit is ¢
to |l ead us. When | started seminabdogertallfnoypeachea ag
be a solo pastor! If | had been told that was my future, | would have fought it every step of the way, but with
realizing it, | decided to be willing to walk through whatever door opened, and it has been an exciting and rev
ing journey. Not always smooth but a journey that let me grow and become something more than who | tho
| was.

And on that journey, there has been lots of laughter because as Noah, Abraham and Sarah, Zachariah and |
beth, Mary and Joseph and many of our other ancestors discovered God has quite the sense of humor.

Some wise person once said, owhere there is |l aug
Most Sundays you all exit laughing and yes, sometimes with that laughter there are tears. But that, too, is w
Christmas is about. The light not letting the darkness consume it. What a gift!

We laugh with people when we feel comfortable. That comfort, all us together, gives us the courage to expl
the unknown like the wise ones who followed that star long, long ago.

May we, too, follow that star and be open to the wonder of where it leads us. | am excited for all of us. Duri

this season of Epiphany, may our eyes and hearts
Peace, K

1275 Adams Ave Pastor: Reverend Kay Grice
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Worship Time: Sunday 10:30 a.m. Growing Faith following the Thought for All Ages
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@ JANUARY 51 ANNUAL REPORTS ARE DUE

( CHILI DINNER AFTER W ORSHIP
f{%ﬁ“JANUARYZZﬁ WOMENOGS RETREAT DEPOSI T DUé}
" JANUARY 231 TRUSTEES MEETING @ 6:00 P.M.

: U JANUARY 24 COUNCIL MEETING @ 6:00 P.M.

_ JANUARY 2&i ANNUAL MEETING & GUEST MUSICIANS
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WOMEN'S RETREAT
LIVING COMPASSIONATELY

Friday Night 0SMadaly, 18arch 18
at the Lakeside Lodge, Pi nedas

Al ong with Union Congregational, Hol y C
4 women to a cabin with 2 ¢

$125
$50 Deposit Due byt Januar

Fi nal payment Deadline Febry
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Don't forget to register and
use www.smile.amazon.com
when shopping online.
) Register First Congregational Church,
K/ Rock Springs, WY as your charity of choic

70 Youth _
14 and we will receive a rebate on every
o1 purchase you make.
28
£ .
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eeves
Month
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Michele Olson
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We hold these folks in our prayers:
Jeanie Pivik and her family as they grieve|her
mot her, Amy Pivi kgs

Nancy Robins, and Hannah Soltis.



http://www.smile.amazon.com/

